
MINUTES

CITY OF CHEROKEE VILLAGE, ARKANSAS
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
6: 30 P. M., THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2015

CHEROKEE VILLAGE CITY HALL
meetings are video recorded)

Mayor Russell Stokes, Jr. called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 6:30
p.m.  on Thursday,  May 21,  2015.    He led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a
moment of silent prayer.

Roll was called by Clerk Lana Hamilton.   Present were Jerry Adams,  Bill Circle, Les
Covington,  Chuck Kristopeit,  Chuck McMahon,  Pamela Rowland,  Rob Smith,  Steve
Thompson, Mayor Stokes and City Attorney Jon Abele.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:    Smith moved to approve the revised agenda,
seconded by Adams and passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:  ( limit 3 minutes per person)

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Circle moved to approve the, April 16, 2015 council
minutes,  seconded by McMahon and passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:  None

FINANCIAL REPORT:   Smith moved to approve the financials for audit, seconded by
Covington and passed unanimously.

MAYOR' S REPORT:  Mayor Stokes stated he attended a meeting regarding economic
development with Thompson;  Stokes stated within 60 days there would be an
implementation plan for the quad city area.   Mayor Stokes stated Entergy would be
replacing a power pole on Hwy 175 located by the drive to the water company within 30
days and power would be shut down for approximately 2 hours.   Entergy will notify
customers affected by this work.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
FIRE:  ( report on file)

POLICE:  ( report on file) - Adams asked if the Police Dept. was using the new body
cameras.  Sgt. Lane stated the cameras had been issued and there would be a meeting
prior to the officers using them within the next month.
ANIMAL CONTROL:  ( report on file)
STREET:   (report on file) — Mayor Stokes stated the resurfacing of Sequoyah Ridge

across the dam had been held up by S. I. D.' s proposed spillway work which has been
postponed.  Mayor Stokes stated Street Supt., John Kyllo, is ready to proceed with the
resurfacing, weather permitting, prior to the 60th celebration.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE:  ( report on file)
DISTRICT COURT:  ( report on file)

PLANNING & ZONING -

CODE ENFORCEMENT:   ( report on file) - Mayor Stokes stated postcards had been
sent out to yard contractors regarding blocking ditches.    Mayor Stokes stated one
homeowner responded immediately after being notified limbs had fallen off his pickuptruck.

PARKS & PLANNING:  ( report on file)
RESTORATION:  ( Bob Bickle)

A & P COMMISSION REPORT:  Pat Clary stated this was her final report on planningbefore the 60th celebration.   Clary stated she & her committee members had been
planning the celebration for the past year; Clary stated she had 141 volunteers and
needed approximately 75 additional volunteers for 2 days.    Clary stated the Sharp
County Ministerial Alliance would be providing a free BBQ on Sunday and there would
be recognition for residents who had lived in the Village for 25 years or more, married
over 40 years, and were over 90 years of age.  Clary stated the flags would be placed at
the south entrance May 30th and logistics would start on Prenger's lot.   Clary statedname tags would be issued for sponsors, Aldermen & VIP's and she had volunteer
shirts available.   Clary invited everyone to come and enjoy the celebration and stated
she had an MC coming in from Little Rock and hoped he would bring his TV station for
coverage of the celebration and was hoping to get national coverage.  In closing, Clary
stated a phrase had been coined while placing flags at the south entrance and it was,
FINISH STRONG.  Mayor Stokes stated the insurance certificate had been received forthe festival.

COMMITTEES:
GRANTS:  None
PUBLIC SAFETY:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1 - City on Facebook - Mayor Stokes stated Rowland and Kristopeit would be meeting
with Carmen Inman regarding the approach to take on the page.   Rowland thanked
Clerk Hamilton for forwarding the badge from the Municipal League to identify the page
as the official city page.

2 - PA System Improvement - Mayor Stokes thanked Covington & McMahon for their
work on the new system and stated the equipment had been delivered.  Mayor Stokes
entertained a motion for a $ 100 stipend for Covington & McMahon.  Thompson moved
to approve the $ 100 stipend for Covington & McMahon, seconded by Smith and passed
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
1  — NOTICE OF HEARING TO CONSIDER RAZE AND REMOVAL RESOLUTION
FOR:  Lot 49,  Block 2,  Cree first addition  ( 38 Nocatee Drive)  to Cherokee Village
Subdivision,  Sharp County, Arkansas/ Paul T. Wilson, owner - Bob Bickle stated the
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property owner, Paul Wilson, flew in from California to meet with him.  Wilson stated he
had spoken with Bickle and Liz Keel several times and received differing information on
clearing his lot and the confusion caused him to fly in and attempt to resolve the issue.Circle moved to grant a 45 day extension on the Raze &  Removal at 38 Nocatee,
seconded by Smith and passed unanimously.  Attorney Abele stated the process wouldstart over if the work was not done at the end of 45 days.
2 — NOTICE OF HEARING TO CONSIDER RAZE AND REMOVAL RESOLUTION
FOR:  Lot 23,  Block 10,  Santa Fe first addition  ( 23 Vista Large Drive) to Cherokee
Village Subdivision, Sharp County, Arkansas/ James McGovern, owner - Bickle stated
this property needs fill and seed; Bickle stated everything is lined up along the road for
removal.  Attorney Abele stated an improper notice was issued and the process would
need to start over with the correct county; Abele stated the property is located in FultonCounty, not Sharp County.

Bickle stated there would be a public Code Revision meeting on June 15th at 6: 30 p.m.
3 — TEMPORARY SPECIAL USE PERMIT: Cherokee Village Kiwanis Club — Pancake
Breakfast, May 23, 2015 - Covington moved to approve the Temporary Special Use
Permit for the Kiwanis, seconded by Rowland and passed unanimously.
4 - ORDINANCE NO. 2015-05:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHEROKEE VILLAGE
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-02 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES - Adams moved to allow
council the authority to waive the requirement of bidding in exceptional cases with an
emergency clause, seconded by Smith.  A roll call vote was taken; there were 8 yeas,
passing the motion to waive the requirement of bidding in exceptional cases with an
emergency clause unanimously.   Smith moved to suspend the rules for 3 readings of
the ordinance on three different days, seconded by Kristopeit.   A roll call vote was
taken;  there were 8 yeas,  passing the motion to suspend the rule for readings
unanimously.  Adams moved to adopt Ordinance 2015-05, seconded by Covington.  A
roll call vote was taken; there were 8 yeas,  passing the motion to adopt Ordinance
2015- 05 unanimously.  Thompson moved to adopt the emergency clause, seconded byCircle.  A roll call vote was taken; there were 8 yeas, passing the motion to adopt theemergency clause unanimously.
5 - RESOLUTION NO. 2015- 15:   A RESOLUTION TO ENFORCE A MORATORIUM
ON THE GRANTING OF VARIANCES TO THE ZONING CODE OF THE CITY OFCHEROKEE VILLAGE,  ARKANSAS  -  Clerk Hamilton read Resolution 2015- 15.
Thompson asked how long the moratorium would be in place;  Mayor Stokes stated
approximately 60 to 90 days from the meeting.  Smith asked how often variances were
requested; Bickle stated at least once a month.   Smith stated he was unsure aboutadopting the moratorium during the peak building season.     Adams stated he was on
the Planning & Zoning commission for 7 years and stated variances were approved
frequently.   Phil Caves stated the Municipal League stated variances due to hardshipshould be granted.   George Harris stated the majority of variances are granted for
sheds, garages and fences.  Attorney Abele stated if permits were issued to build and
codes changed, the person would be grandfathered in.  Mayor entertained a motion toadopt or reject Resolution 2015-15.    Thompson moved to table the Resolution,
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seconded by Adams; there were 8 yeas passing the motion to table Resolution 2015- 15
unanimously.
6 - RESOLUTION NO. 2015-16:   A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED
MODIFICATION OF THE CHEROKEE SANITARY LANDFILL — CLASS 1, LOCATED
IN FULTON COUNTY,  ARKANSAS  -  Mayor Stokes received a letter regarding
Terracon making changes at the landfill.  Thompson moved to adopt Resolution 2015-
16, seconded by Covington.  A roll call vote was taken; there were 8 yeas, passing the
motion 2015- 16 unanimously.
7 - DISCUSSSION REGARDING:   ORDINANCE NO. A 2014-02:   AN ORDINANCE
REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 1999-4, PROVIDING FOR LICENSING AND ANIMAL
CONTROL WITH CHEROKEE VILLAGE, ARKANSAS; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES

FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES - Kristopeit stated a

child was injured by a Pit Bull in Walnut Ridge and 34 cities in Arkansas vary in degree
of banning Pit Bulls.  Kristopeit stated one method is to sterilize and put a chip in vicious
dogs; Kristopeit stated Pit Bulls and Rottweilers are responsible for 73% of vicious dog
bites.   Adams stated he had been approached by residents regarding Pit Bulls and
Rottweilers.   Animal Control Officer,  Steve Penney,  stated he had not run into any
vicious Pit Bulls.  Phil Caves stated the incident involving Thornton & Weiand was one
where the owner trained the dogs to be vicious.  Caves stated when the ordinance was

re-written, guidelines were put in place allowing the judge to order a dog out of the City.
Caves felt it was best to leave the ordinance as written.   Thompson asked if we had

consulted with any insurance companies; Caves stated the City had not.  Mayor Stokes
stated he had read 2 websltes regarding banned dogs which included Pit Bulls,
Rottweilers & Dobermans; Stokes also said German Shepherds were included in the
dogs ranked highest for biting.
8 - Grant Writer Stipend — Circle - Bickle stated Mary Whelan' s contract currently read
she was to receive 3% on grants of $ 50,000 or less;  Bickle proposed to revise the
contract to read she would receive 10% on grants of $ 1, 500 or less.   Mayor Stokes

stated an addendum to the contract needed to be presented at June council.

COMMENTS OF CITY RELATED ITEMS:   ( limit 3 minutes per person)   Ray Torbit
stated there had been an issue on E.  Lakeshore with aggressive dogs and the
neighbors were afraid to walk their dogs on a leash;  Torbit stated Animal Control

responded quickly and the problem was resolved.    Peter Martin stated the Bills of
Assurance and the Planning  &  Zoning Codes were two different things.    Martin
commended the council on their friendly attitude and stated each piece of property
should be looked at individually.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Mayor Stokes stated the 60th would be held June 12, 13 & 14,

the Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast Saturday,  May 23rd.  Rowland stated the Farmers
Market would open Saturday,  May 23rd.    Mayor Stokes reminded everyone this
weekend was Memorial Day Weekend and he referred to Winston Churchill and quoted
the following, " may not be in vain the epitaph of those who fell".

ADJOURNMENT:   Rowland moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p. m., seconded by
Covington and passed unanimously.

4



NOTE:   Minutes are prepared by Kathi Blackwell, Assistant to Clerk/Treasurer Lana
Hamilton ( with/ Hamilton' s approval)

DATE: I q / I

APPROVED:

n

Russell Stokes, Jr., Mayo

ATTEST:

Lana Hamilton, City Clerk/Treasurer
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