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MINUTES 
CITY OF CHEROKEE VILLAGE, ARKANSAS 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
6:30 P.M., THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2016 

CHEROKEE VILLAGE CITY HALL                                                       
 (meetings are video recorded) 

 
 

Mayor Stokes called the regular meeting of the City Council to order at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 21, 2016.  Stokes led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of 
prayer. 
 
Roll was called by Clerk Stephanie Johnson.  Present were Jerry Adams, Bill Circle, Les 
Covington, Chuck Kristopeit, Chuck McMahon, Pamela Rowland, Mayor Stokes, and 
City Attorney Jon Abele, absent was Rob Smith. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  Circle moved to approve the agenda, seconded by 
Covington and passed unanimously.   
                        
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:  Douglas MacArthur voiced opposition to 
New Business #4.  MacArthur reported ATV/UTV usage on Flathead Rd. and sees it as 
a disaster waiting to happen.  Joe Bacon of 186 Pottawattamie Dr. suggested council 
consider the UTV usage, as he had seen it be a source of revenue in Utah where he 
previously lived.  Larry Gorski of 218 E. Lakeshore Dr. stated he owned a golf cart and 
loved driving around the lake and town slowly.  David Danno of Ash Flat approached 
council and stated he drives his UTV from Ash Flat through Cherokee Village to get to 
off road areas and hopes council considers allowing UTV usage. 
  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Rowland moved to approve the March 17, 2016 
council minutes, seconded by Thompson and passed unanimously.          
 
CORRESPONDENCE: Clerk Johnson read a letter addressed to Angela Myal and the 
Animal Shelter.   
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  McMahon moved to approve the financials from March 2016, 
seconded by Circle and passed unanimously. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  

1. National Kids to Parks Day Proclamation:  Saturday, May 21, 2016 
2. National Preservation Month and Arkansas Heritage Month Proclamation 

 Mayor Stokes stated these two proclamations would be signed and posted at 
Cherokee Village City Hall. 

3. Mayor Stokes introduced Ariel Housmann as the new Animal Control Officer, 
Community Service Coordinator.  Housmann approached Council and expressed 
her appreciation and excitement for being employed with the city. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
- ANIMAL CONTROL:  (report on file)  
- COMMUNITY SERVICE:  (report on file)  
- DISTRICT COURT:  (report on file)  
- FIRE:  (report on file) Mayor Stokes reported authorization of new hire to replace 
Captain Tanner. 
- POLICE:  (report on file) Mayor Stokes reported two officers attending training in Little 
Rock.   
- STREET:  (report on file) McMahon reported a traffic counter on some city streets; this 
aids in grant applications for road improvements. 
 
PLANNING & ZONING –  
 
- CODE ENFORCEMENT:  (report on file) 
- PARKS & PLANNING:  (report on file) Mayor Stokes stated a replica of the old Trail of 
Tears sign that had once been in Cherokee Village was in the process of being made 
and will be placed in the park across from City Hall. 
- RESTORATION: (report on file)  
   
 
A & P COMMISSION: (report on file) 
- GRANT UPDATE:  Adams reported receiving a grant to construct a pavilion at Tohi 
trail.  Adams stated the next phase of development there would be playground 
equipment installation.   
- PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  (report on file)   
- ROAD & STREETS COMMITTEE:  (report on file) 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  ORDINANCE NO. 2016-01:  AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A 
BASE RATE OF SALARY FOR THE NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR AND CITY 
CLERK/TREASURER OF THE CITY OF CHEROKEE VILLAGE, ARKANSAS, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  Covington moved to read ORDINANCE NO. 2016-01, by 
title only, seconded by Circle.  Clerk Johnson read ORDINANCE NO 2016-01 by title 
only for the 2nd reading.  Covington moved to approve the 2nd reading of ORDINANCE 
2016-01, seconded by Thompson.  A roll call vote was taken; there were 6 yeas, 
passing the motion unanimously.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. RESOLUTION 2016-07:  A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE BUDGET 
AUTHORIZATION AND APPROPRIATION FOR BUDGET YEAR 2015 TO 
ACCOUNT FOR OVEREXPENDITURES.  Covington moved to approve 
RESOLUTION 2016-07, seconded by Thompson.  A roll call vote was taken; 
there were 6 yeas, passing the motion unanimously.   

2. David Woods of Trumann, Arkansas approached council and introduced himself.  
Woods reported he was a retired police officer and a certified Storm Watcher 
and Tornado Chaser and would be moving to Cherokee Village this summer 
and would like to volunteer his time and form a Storm-spotter group for this 
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area.  Woods stated he had radar equipment at his home and had access to 7 
weather stations.  Woods went on to explain his hopes of coordinating an 
emergency warning system and stated he had 8 men on board to volunteer 
their time to make this hope a reality.  Woods stated he had been in contact 
with State Representatives and would like to be able to apply for grants 
pertaining to emergency warnings.  Woods explained he would have to have 
an official title from the city before he would be eligible to do so and asked the 
council to consider naming him as Office of Emergency Management 
Coordinator. After much discussion, Thompson moved to authorize Mayor 
Stokes to file necessary paperwork in creating the OEM Coordinator position, 
seconded by Rowland.  A roll call vote was taken; there were 6 yeas, passing 
the motion unanimously.   

3. Susan Thomas, President of Friends of Cherokee Animals, approached council 
and introduced herself.  Thomas stated the group was a non-profit 
organization and had filed for a 501 (C) 3.  Thomas stated the group’s goal 
was to socialize animals at the shelter and provide emergency funds for sick or 
injured animals.  Thomas reported the group would be having a fundraising 
Bowl-A-Thon at Indian Hills Bowling Alley June 11, 2016.  Mayor Stokes 
thanked Thomas and expressed appreciation for the group’s commitment.   

4. Joyce and Robin Ramsdell approached council and asked to form a committee to 
review and allow ATV’s and UTV’s on city streets.  Joyce Ramsdell asked 
council to consider amending a previous City Ordinance that currently 
regulates those vehicles.  Thompson asked Ramsdell if they wanted to change 
the ordinance to allow use of vehicles on streets to avoid loading UTV’s on a 
trailer and pulling them to trails 5 miles away.  City Attorney, Jon Abele, 
reported State law does not permit use on municipal or state highways.  Mayor 
Stokes reported contacting the Arkansas Attorney General’s office for a new 
opinion on the matter, but it would take some time to receive a response.  
Abele suggested Ramsdell contact State Representatives to receive any new 
opinions or laws concerning the issue.  After much discussion, Ramsdell asked 
Mayor Stokes to contact her when he received word from the Attorney 
General.   

 
COMMENTS ON CITY RELATED BUSINESS:  Douglas MacArthur stated his 
uncertainty of the ATV/UTV usage on city streets.  Police Chief Rickey Crook 
approached and stated the law concerning the ATV/UTV usage on streets was highly 
confusing and very complex.   
 
WRMC REPORT:  (report on file) James Mack Street gave an update on the facility.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Kristopeit reported a Tree Dedication Ceremony would be taking 
place May 13, 10:00am, at the Tohi Trail to honor previous Mayor, Lloyd Hefley.  Adams 
stated a Community Clean-Up would take place May 7, 2016, from 8:00am to 1:00pm, 
at the Recycle Center. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  Rowland moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m., seconded by 
Covington and passed unanimously. 
 
 
DATE: _____________________________ 
 
 
 
     APPROVED:________________________________ 
       Russell Stokes, Jr., Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: __________________________________ 
      Stephanie Johnson, City Clerk/Treasurer 


