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Extraordinary Cherokee Village 

 
Cherokee Village is a unique place and deserves recognition for it.  It was inconceivable to the 

average person in the early 1950s post WWII recovery era, that they could own a retirement or 

vacation home.  Cherokee Village began with a radical idea by John Cooper that people would 

uproot from where they lived and worked and move to where they could enjoy a dreamed 

lifestyle.  Mr. Cooper envisioned a beautiful area in which there are building lots with accessible 

power, water and streets and recreation that people would enjoy.  Beginning with a few acres, 

one lake, an airstrip and a lot of promotion, Cherokee Village grew to the largest community in 

the surrounding tri-county area.  With similar communities now spread across the United States, 

it is largely unknown that the foundation of planned communities started with Cherokee Village. 

 

Cherokee Village has and will continue to evolve.  There became a need for fire protection, plus 

a need to maintain the recreational facilities and roads.  So the response was to establish the 

Suburban Improvement District.  Then as times changed, there became financial issues and a 

need to have some government, so the community chose to become a city compatible with our 

unique community.  During these changes, younger people and some not retired, decided they 

too wanted to live their dream in Cherokee Village so there became a growing number of 

children from here attending local schools.  The evolution continued as we used technology.  

Cherokee Village was one of the first cities that installed satellite TV and we converted our 

phones to fiber optics when it became available.  Our latest evolution is in healthcare from our 

24/7 satellite ER with telemedicine.  Through all the evolution of Cherokee Village, maintaining 

its natural beauty and our quality of life has remained paramount.   


